
 

 

Dear Sisters and Brothers of the Diocese of Broken Bay, 

As you are aware, the question of Same Sex Marriage (SSM) has taken on a certain urgency 
over the past few days. 

While the politics of this can be complicated, two things are known for sure: 

• The Leader of the Opposition Hon. Bill Shorten will introduce a Bill to Parliament on 
Monday to redefine marriage to include any two people, irrespective of their sex. 

• Depending on the outcome of this Bill, other MPs are working on introducing a 
separate Bill, with the same intent, in the near future. 

 

I am of the firm view that all should be done to ensure that these Bills are not 
passed by Parliament. 

The gift of love is a precious thing, and it ought to be acknowledged and respected 
wherever it is manifested. Those who enter into relationships of care, whatever their sex or 
gender, deserve our personal respect. The task of Parliament is to determine which forms 
of civil relationship are to have legal status, and to afford them just protection under the law 
of the land. 

What is at stake, however, in the current debate is not the loving relationships 
into which people enter, but the very definition of marriage. 

Marriage is not simply a social contract, the regulations of which can be altered by the State.  
Entered into freely, unconditionally, permanently and faithfully, marriage is a powerful 
demonstration of the very life of God, and is a foundation of human society.  

The complementarity of man and woman in a loving and life-giving relationship manifests this 
truth in specific, non-repeatable ways. Primarily, we think here of what is good for children 
and what is of service to society. 

To hold that marriage is a union for life between a man and a woman is not to unfairly 
discriminate against same sex couples. Rather it is to acknowledge that marriage is a unique 
and particular kind of loving relationship that ought to be supported by people and 
protected by law.  



 

 

To claim that same sex marriage should be made legal as a matter of equality is to deny the 
unique dimensions of marriage between a man and a woman, especially with regard to 
having children and protecting their rights to a father and mother.  

Equality should not be confused with sameness. Equitable legal protections for a 
range of relationships are possible without bringing them all under the term ‘marriage’. 

The question of Same Sex Marriage is not something we ought to leave to our 
parliamentarians to decide, based solely on the views of lobbyists and pressure groups. We 
all need to make clear our keen sense that a change to the definition of marriage will impact 
our local communities in very real and immediate ways.  

Consequently, please consider contacting your local Members of Parliament and State 
Senators this week, asking them to protect the time-honoured and cross-cultural meaning 
of marriage by voting down any bill designed to redefine it. I have added a list of action items 
that I encourage you to consider doing to help protect marriage in Australia, as well as a 
letter to MPs you may wish to send.  

I have included with this letter statements from two of my brother bishops, Archbishop 
Anthony Fisher (Sydney) and Bishop Greg O’Kelly (Port Pirie). I endorse their views, and 
encourage you to reflect on what they have to say. 

Throughout the debate, I want to encourage anyone who reads this to be brave in the face 
of false claims of prejudice. Say yes to loving and respecting those in a same sex relationship, 
but also say yes to protecting the uniqueness of marriage as the relationship between a man 
and a woman. 

I want to assure you that holding onto the time-honoured understanding of marriage does 
not make you a bigot. Preserving marriage as specific to the love between a woman and a 
man, does not mean that you are discriminating against same sex couples. This is 
disrespectful language, and an untruth.  

Let us do what we can to honour and protect the precious gift of marriage.  

Yours sincerely in Christ Jesus, 

 


